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Page 13, right column, lines 35 to 42 
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Box I Observatfoos where certain claims were found ansearcliable (Contfooation of item 1 of first siieet) 



This intmiationat search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 1 7(2)(a) for the followmg reasons: 
1. ClamisNos.: 

because tfiey relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. Q ClaimsNos.: 

because fhe^ relate to parts of the international application that do not con^)Iy with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out» specifically: 



3. dJ Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and ftird sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box II Observatfoos where unity of invention Is iacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Au&ority found multiple inventions in this international application, as foUows: 

"^A special t:echnical feature'' in claims 1-11 relates to ^^ferrules having 
the male protrusion end of the first ferrule and the female recess end of ^the 
second ferrule kept in tight contact^ and ^*a special technical feature'' in 
claims 12-19 relates to '^a sleeve provided with a plurality of protrusions 
that are provided on the inner peripheral surface of the sleeve body to be 
rotary-symmetrical with respect to the center axis of the sleeve body and have 
the identical height. 
These inventions are not considered to be so linked as to form a single general 
inventive concept, because there is no technical relationship among those 
inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding technical features • 
1. Q As all requited additional search fees were timely paid by Ifae applicant, 
claims. 
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{ — j As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justing an additional fee, tiiis Authority did not invite payment 
of any additional fee. 



3. Q As only some ofthe required additional search fees were timely paid the applicant, this inters 
only those claims for wiuch fees were paid, ^>ecifically claims No&: 



4. Jx] No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicanL Consequentiy, tiiis international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims it is covered by claims Nos.: 1-11 



Remark on Protest | [ The additional search fees were accompanied by the appUcantfs protest 
{~} No protest accompanied the paymoit of additional search fees. 
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